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144 candidates in 'fraI;
for last phase polls

PNS ® LUCKNOW

Polling for the seventh and
last phase of Lok Sabha
elections in Uttar Pradesh will
be held on June 1 along with
polling for by-election to
Duddhi assembly seat in
Sonbhadra district.

There are 144 candidates in the
poll fray in the 13 Lok Sabha

constituencies going to polls in’

this phase, including 134 male
and 10 female candidates.
Chief Election Officer of Uttar
Pradesh, Navdeep Rinwa, said
all election-related activities
and campaigns would be pro-
hibited in the 13 Lok Sabha
constituencies of the seventh
| phase and in the Duddhi

assembly by-election from 6

%1 on ‘lz’l'm:rsdahy , May 30.
“The 13 Lok Sabha constituen-
cies going to polls in the final
phase include Maharajganj,
Gorakhpur, Kushinagar,
Deoria, Bansgaon (SC), Ghosi,
Salempur, Ballia, Ghazipur,
Chandauli, Varanasi, Mirzapur
and Robertsganj (SC), which
gw ;preadover 11 districts. The
uddhi assembly seat where
the by-election is being held
falls under Sonbhadra district.
Rinwa said that in view of the
t, necessary arrangements

ad been made at the‘roilixﬁ ;
e Cold

stations, which inclu

drinking water, toilets, and
eelchairs for people with dis-

abilities and older people.
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n Commission on
y directed the
chief electoral
0)to take immedi-
ate action against Nandigh-

tior telecasting exit

r inthestate in vio-

the law, sources
said. |

They pointed out that exit
polls are |prohibited under
Section of the Represen-
tation of the People Act, 1951,
before the conclusion of elec-

“ tionsacrossall phases.

The nth and last
phase of Sabhaelections
will be held on Saturday. Six
parliame: constituen-

cies (PCs) and 42 assembly
constim#i:zmomshawiu

witness in this phase,
along wil PCs across sev-
enother states and UTs. ™

e ——
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assets of 324

AR 9F BT A9

Average increase of 43 per cent in

MPs recontesting LS polls in last five years

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE @
NEW DELHI

here has been an average
increase of 43 per cent

over the last five years.in the |

assets of 324 MPs who have
entered the poll fray again in
this Lok Sabha election, accord-
ing to an analysis by a poll
rights body.

The average assets of these MPs
in 2019 was around Rs 21.55
crore while in the current elec-
toral cycle, the average asset
value has increased “signifi-
cantly” to Rs 30.88 crore, mark-
ing an increase of Rs 9.33
crore over the past five years,
the Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR) said in a
report.

It analysed the financial growth
among Members of Parliament
{(MPs) recontesting in the 2024
general elections. The counting
of votes for the seven-phase
polls will be taken up on june
4.

The percentage gro in
assets for these 324 MPs
between the 2019 and 2024
polls averages at 43 per cent,
the ADR said.

The report said a comparative
analysis of party-wise dverage
assets between 2019 and 2024
further elucidates this trend.
It said among the major parties,
the Bharatiya Janata Party saw
a 39,18 per cent increase in the
average assets of its re-con-
testing 183 MPs (Rs 18.40
crore to Rs 25.61 crore). It was
48.76 per cent for 36 Congress
MPs (Rs 44.13 crore to R§ 65.64
crore).

For re-contesting 10
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
it was 19.96 per cent (Rs 30.93
crore to Rs 37.10 crore), 48.13
per cent for eight Shiv Sena
MPs (Rs 19.77 crore to Rs 29.28
crore), 20.53 per cent for five
Samajwadi Party MPs (Rs 20.56
crore to Rs 24.78 crore) and

84.13 per cent for eight
[R?lhu

o5 of the

Yuvajana Sramika

Congress Party MPs (Rs 28.66
crore to Rs 52.78 crore).

The report said the average
increase in assets of 16 re-con-
testing MPs of the Trinamool
Congress was 53.84 per cent
(Rs 15.69 crore to Rs 24.15
crore), 35.54 per cent for 11
Janata Dal .(United) MPs (Rs
455 crore to Rs 6.17 crore),
14.34 per cent for one
Nationalist Congress Party MP
(Rs 12 crore to Rs 14 crore),
52.94 per cent for three Bharat
Rashtra Samithi MPs (Rs 38
crore to Rs 59 crore), 21.05 per
cent for three NCP (Sharad
Chandra Pawar) MPs (Rs 48 cr
to Rs 58 crore), 52.94 per cent
for three Bharat Rashtra
Samithi MPs (Rs 38 crore to Rs
59 crore) and 317 per cent for
one Janata Dal (Secular) MP
(Rs 9 crore to Rs 40 crore).
The increase for recontesting
MPs of the Bahujan Samaj
Party was 2537 per cent (Rs
8.46 crore to Rs 10.61 crore),
'68.4 per ce rlShiv Sena

P

(Uddhay Balasaheb Thackeray)
(Rs 7.01 crore to Rs 11.80 |
crore), 184.02 per cent for the
Biju Janata Dal (Rs 2.41 crore
to Rs 6.85 crore), 143.2 percent

‘for the Telugu Desam Party (Rs

18.90 crore to Rs 45.97 crore),
104.9 per cent for the Indian
Union Muslim League (Rs
13.07 crore to Rs 26.78 crore)
and 3000.51 per cent for the
Sikkim Krantikari Morcha (Rs.
4,78 lakh to Rs 1.48 crore), the
report said.
t said the increase was 35.12 per
cent for recontesting MPs of the
All India Majlis-E-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (Rs 10.43 crore to
Rs 14.09 crore), 97.61 per cent
for the Communist P of
India (Marxist) (Rs. 85.40 akh
to Rs 1.68 crore). It was 117.36
er cent for the Viduthalai
Chiruthaigal Katchi, the report
said and added that the
Shiromani~ Akali  Dal
(Amritsar) saw a slight decrease
of three per cent in assets of
recontesting MPs.
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Female candidates in LS

Jer cent in 209 n 96

4
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI

me 7 per cent in 2009 to 9.6
per cent in 2024, the num

ber of female candidates con-
testing the Lok Sabha elections
saw a steady rise in 15 years,
according to an analysis by the
poll rights body Association of
Democratic Reforms (ADR).
This year, 797 women are in the
fray, constituting 9.6 per cent of
the total 8,337 candidates. This
marks an increase from previ-
ous general assembly elections
which recorded female repre-
sentation of 9 per cent in 2019,
8 per cent in 2014, and 7 per
ceitin 2009, the analysis by the
ASsociation of Democratic
Reforms (ADR) s
hdwed.

In“the 2009 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, there were 556 female
candidates, making up 7 per
cént of the total 7,810 candi-
ites. This number increased
10640 (8 per cent of 8,205) in
2014 and further to 716 (9 per
cent of 7,928) in 2019.
This year, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leads among the
major parties with 69 female
Lok Sabha nominees out of
440, making up 16 per cent of
its total candidates.
The Congress follows with 41
women out of 327 candidates,
Q?n.\titulhlfz 13 per cent.
Significantly, smaller parties
regional ‘players exhibit
higher proportions of female

* Naam Tamilar Katchi h:

candidates. For instance, the
as an.
equal gender representation
with 20 out of 40 candidates
being women, translating to 50
per cent. The Lok Janshakti
Party (Ram Vilas) and the
Nationalist Congress Party
each have 40 per cent female
candidates, with two out of five
being women.

Among prominent parties, the
All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIADMK) and the All India
Forward Bloc have the lowest
levels of female representation
at 3 per cent.

Some parties with notable
female representation in this
year's parliamentary polls
include the Jharkhand Mukti

The Janata Dal (United)
(JD(U)) and Shiv Sena each
have 13 per cent female candi-
dates, while the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha has 33 per cent
‘women nominees.Both candi-
dates of the Apna Dal (Sonelal)
are women, TDP and BRS
each have 6 cent female
candidates, Shiromani Akali
Dal and Nationalist Congress
Party-Sharadchandra Pawar
each have 8 per cent female
contestants, while Shiv Sena
(UBT) has 10 per cent.

Independents, comprising a
significant portion of the can-
didate pool, have 276 women
out of 3,903 Lok Sabha nomi-
nees, representing a modest 7
per cent. Other parties collec-
tively account for 252 women

Morcha (JMM) and the Biju
Janata Dal (BJD), each with 33
per cent, the Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) with 29 per cent.
The Samajwadi Party (SP) has
20 per cent female representa-
tion, and the All India
Trinamool Congress (AITC) 25
er cent.

hirteen per cent of the Lok
Sabha candidates of the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) are women and the
figure stands at 8 per cent for
the Bahujan
Samaj Party.

Parties such as the Dravida
«Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
and the Communist Party of
India (CPI) has female repre-
sentation at 14 per cent and 7
per cent, respectively.

out of 2,490 candidates, which
is about 10 per cent.

This is the first election since
the passage of the womens
reservation bill to reserve one-
third of seats in Lok Sabha and
state assemblies for women,
reviving a bill pending for 27
years for want of consensus
among parties. The bill is yet to
come into effect.

The current figure of 797
female candidates in 2024 rep-
resents a 9.6 per cent share of
the total candidate pool of
8,337. Only two candidates
from the third gender catego-
ry are contesting the polls this
year, both as independents.
During the first phase of the
elections held on April 19, out
of 1,618 contesting candidates,
only 135 were women. This
pattern continued in the sub
sequent phases, with women
candidates remaining a small
fraction of the total.

The second phase held on
April 26 saw 1,192 candidates
of which 100 were women. The
phase 3 polling on May 7 had
1,352 candidates, including
123 women.

In phase 4 on May 13, of the
1,710 contestants, 170 were
women. Phase 5 on May 20 had
the fewest candidates at 695,
with 82 women, while the sixth
phase 6 had 92 women out of
866 candidates. In the last
phase scheduled for June 1,
there will be 904 candidates,
with only 95 women.
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ADR: 104 per cent rise in
number of parties fighting

l

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ® NEW DELHI |

There has been an increase of 104 p*r cent
in the number of political parties contest-
ing Lok Sabha elections from 2009 to 2024,
according to an analysis by poll rights body
Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR).
According to the analysis, 751 political parties
are participating in 2024 as compared to 677
who participated in 2019, 464 in 2014, and 368
in:2009. This surge represents a staggering 104
per cent increase from 2009 to 2024.
The ADR and National Election WatcH have
conducted a comprehensive analysis of the self-
sworn affidavits of 8,337 candidates vying for
seats in the upcoming Lok Sabha 2024/ elec-
tions.
Out of the total 8,360 contesting candidates, the
breakdown reveals a diverse landscape of
political representation: 1,333 from national
parties, 532 from state parties, 2,580 from reg-
istered unrecognised parties and 3,915 inde-
pendent candidates. ]

LS polls from 2009 to 2024

The analysis also sheds light on the prevalence
of criminal cases among candidates. Among

national parties, 443 out of 1,333 candidates
have dexll:red criminal cases, with 295 facing
serious criminal charges.

State parties exhibit a higher proportion, with
249 out of 532 candidates facing criminal cases
and 169 facing serious charges.

Registered unrecognised parties show com-.
Jparatively lower figures with 401 out of 2,580
candidates having criminal cases and 316 fac-
ing serious charges. Independent candidates
fall in between with 550 out of 3,915 candidates
facing criminal cases and 411 facing serious
charges.

Additionally, the analysis reveals financial
assets of the candidates with 2,572 out of all
8,337 candidates being crorepatis or million-
aires. Among national parties, 906 out of 1,333
candidates are crorepatis, followed by 421 out
of 532 in state parties, 572 out of 2,580 in reg-
istered unrecognised parties, and 673 out of
3,915 among independent candidates.
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Lucknow: L';S result
likely to come earlier
than Mohanlalgan;

800 counting personnel trained

PNS B LUCKNOW

With the number of count-
ing rounds being lesser
for the Lucknow Lok Sabha
constituency, its result is like-
ly to come faster as compared
to the Mohanlalganj Lok Sabha
constituency on June 4 when
counting will be taken p.
Giving this information, a
senior official from the district
election office said that count-
ing would start at 8 am at
Ramabai grounds on June 4
and results would come
between 3 pm and 4 pm.
He said that the training was
imparted to 800 counting per-
sonnel on Wednesday at Jai
Narain Degree College, includ-
ing counting supervisors,
counting assistants, micro
observers and additional
returning officers for both
{8

rounds for  Lucknow
Cantonment segment, 24
rounds for Lucknow Central
assembl¥ segment and 29
irounds for Lucknow North
lassembly segment.
'There will be 14 tables in each
room of the Ramabai grounds
where the counting will be
held and counting for 14
booths will take place at one
time. For Sarojininagar, the
‘Election Commission of India
will set up 18 tables
“Arrangements are also being
made for the counting of the
ballots and the electrical-
ly transmitted postal ballot in
a separate room,” the official
‘added.
Security will be in place, he
linformed, “The outer two rings
will have the state police and
the inner ring immediately
Joutside the counting rooms will

Lucknow and Mohanlalg;
Lok Sabha constituencies.

He informed that for the
Mohanlalganj Lok Sabha con-
stituency, 42 rounds of count-
ing will be held for Sarojini
Nagar assembly segment, 35
rounds for Bakshi Ka Talab seg-
ment and 29 rounds each for
Malihabad and Mohanlalganj
assembly segments.

In Lucknow Lok Sabha con-
stituency, the maximum count-
ing rounds of 30 will be held for
Lucknow West and Lucknow
East assembly segments, 24

be guarded by the CRPE. Water
and food arrangements for the
igersonnel on duty are also
Ibeing looked into. Passes will
also be issued for the candi-
dates and the party agents who
will be present for the voting”
he said. He said that work had
started on how the counting
tables would be set up in the
rooms at Ramabai grounds.
“Arrangements for air-condi-
tioners are also being made
llooking into the heat wave
\conditions prevailing in the
city,” he added.

3 0 MAY 2024
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